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NSW Ombudsman Reportable Conduct Scheme: 

What Ministers and Elders need to know … 
 

The Ombudsman Reportable Conduct Scheme is the NSW government’s scheme for employment-

related child protection. Employees under this scheme includes volunteers.  

 

Why is it important? 

The Presbyterian Church in NSW has reporting requirements under this Scheme.  Churches and 

ministry organisations need to be aware of the church’s obligations to report and inform Conduct 

Protocol Unit of all notifiable circumstances that may require reporting. 

 

Who is in scope? 

All leaders and people in authority in our churches, whether they be paid or volunteers.  This 

includes ministers, elders, people working with children and young people, ministry leaders, bible 

study leaders … basically anyone who has responsibility in your church. 

 

What behaviour needs to be reported? 

The Reportable Conduct Scheme covers sexual offence or sexual misconduct committed against, 

with or in the presence of a child (including a child pornography offence); any assault, ill-treatment 

or neglect of a child; and any behaviour that causes psychological harm to a child – even if the child 

consented to the behaviour. 

The behaviour can relate to something that has recently occurred, or to something that has 

happened in the past.  The behaviour can be reportable whether it happens as part of fulfilling 

duties in church life or in their private life.  It includes, for example, domestic or family violence 

when children are involved.  Any behaviour concerning abuse or neglect of child, under any 

circumstances, is potentially reportable conduct. 

 

What if I have questions or need help? 

Please contact Jon at the Conduct Protocol Unit on 02 9690 9325 or jflood@pcnsw.org.au for 

assistance.  Jon can assist you with assessing whether the behaviour and circumstances constitute 

reportable conduct, and following the necessary processes if it is. 

For further information: 

www.ombo.nsw.gov.au/news-and-publications/publications/fact-sheets/child-protection/child-

protection-notifying-and-identifying-reportable-conduct 

www.breakingthesilence.org.au 
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