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POVERTY IS NOT A GAME 

This game is designed to help teenagers start thinking about poverty and other forms of social inequality by using 

a change of perspective. 

You will need one role description per participant and enough room to be able to move forward without 

difficulty. Remember, be sensitive to the fact that you may not know the family situation or background of 

everyone present. Have support on hand if anyone gets upset, and always give kids the option of stepping out of 

the role. 

Hand out the role cards. Tell the kids to keep them to themselves and read them in silence. Get them to think 

about their role by asking them some questions, such as: 

 What was your childhood like?  

 What did your parents do for a living? 

 What do you do each day?  

 Who are your friends? 

 How much money do you have?  

 What do you do in your holidays? 

 What are you afraid of? 

 What do you enjoy? 

 

Get everyone to line up as if they were on a starting line. Ask them to remain silent. Tell them that you are going 

to read out a list of events, and if they can answer “yes” to the event then they take a step forward. If they 

answer “no” then they stay where they are. 

When you finish reading out the events, ask the group to look around and note where everyone is. 

Get the group together in a circle. Ask them to talk about how they felt during the game. What was it like being 

able to step forward? When did they notice that other people were moving at a different rate? 

Then get them to think about poverty. Which roles were hardest hit by poverty? Why? Which were least affected? 

Why?  
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The events are as follows: 

 You have never encountered any serious financial difficulty. 

 You have decent housing. 

 You can make an appointment at the dentist or optometrist if you need to without worrying about how 

much it might cost. 

 You have a mobile phone and access to the internet at home.  

 You feel your language, religion and culture are respected in Australia. 

 You feel that your opinion on social and political issues matters and your views are listened to. 

 You are not afraid of being stopped by the police. 

 You know where to turn for advice and help if you need it. 

 You have health insurance so you’ll be OK if you have an accident or get sick. 

 You can go away on holiday every year. 

 You can always invite friends home for dinner. 

 You are happy with the life that you lead. 

 You can go to school and to university if you want to. 

 You can afford to go to the cinema at least once a week. 

 You are not afraid for the future of your children. 

 You can buy new clothes at least once every three months. 

 You are positive when you think about your future. 

 

The role cards 

1. You are 15 and live with your parents and seven brothers and sisters in a small flat. Your mother works 

as a cashier in a supermarket, your father is unemployed. 

2. You are a 17 year-old girl of Somalian origin. You are a refugee and recently arrived in Australia; you 

can hardly read or write in English. 

3. You are a well-trained engineer from Iraq and have been granted asylum in Australia. You hardly 

speak English and earn your living as a shopping trolley collector. 
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4. You are a single mother with three children. You work in an industrial laundry. 

5. You are chairman of a small company that your parents founded that manufactures clothing.  

6. You are the daughter of an ambassador to Australia. 

7. You are 18 and are helping your Dad raise three younger siblings. You work three part time jobs to 

help pay the rent. 

8. You are retired. You used to be a school teacher. 

9. You are 86 years old and live on the pension. 

10. You are a 27 year old homeless man. 

11. You are a young disabled person. 

12. You have just left school at 16 to take up an apprenticeship. You have had to move out of home and 

to a new town or suburb to do this. 

13. You are 21 and a student at university. You work part time as a waiter. 

14. You are the daughter of a company chairman. You are studying full time at university and don’t need 

to work. 

15. You are the son of a family that owns a fast food chain. 

16. You are 53 and your company has just gone bankrupt. 

17. You are engaged to be married but your fiancé has a drug addiction. 

18. You have just completed your university training and you are looking for a job. 

19. You are 25 and work as an Early Childhood teacher in a poor suburb. 

20. You have just finished high school and are planning to take a gap year to travel the world. Your 

parents are paying for your tickets and accommodation. 

 


