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WHO’S IN THE TREES NEAR 
YOU? 

BIBLE STUDY - Zacchaeus – Luke 19: 1-10 
 

1 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax 

collector and was wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see over the 

crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way. 

  

5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at 

your house today.” 6 So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. 

  

7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.” 

  

8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the 

poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.” 

  

9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 10 For 

the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

 

Getting Started 
In verse 2 we read that Zacchaeus was a wealthy man. As a chief tax collector in Jericho, Zacchaeus was an 

employee of the Roman Empire. He would have bid to get the position of tax collector, pledging to raise a certain 

amount for the Roman Empire. Anything above that amount he got to keep for himself. If he was wealthy… then 

he must have taken a lot of money over and above what he had to for the Romans. How do you think the Jewish 

people who knew Zacchaeus would describe him? 

 

Looking deeper 
Zacchaeus was curious about Jesus. He took some drastic steps to just catch sight of him. But if you think about 

how Jesus responded to him, there is more here than mere curiosity. It was Jesus who called to him and invited 

himself to Zacchaeus’ home (vs 5). How have you seen people drawn to find out more about Jesus? 
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Who initiated the salvation of Zacchaeus? What brought him to seek out Jesus? 

 

Read verse 7. Why did the crowd react this way?  

 

Read verse 8 and read Exodus 22 verse 7. Zacchaeus shows himself to be a different, repentant man. According to 

the law, he would only have had to make double compensation, but he sets out to make generous compensation. 

Is it as a result of these actions that he is declared righteous? 

 

In verse 9, Jesus declares that Zacchaeus is saved and is a son of Abraham. What does it mean to be a son of 

Abraham? 

 

Where to from here? 
In verse 10 Jesus says that he came to seek and save the lost. How should this shape what we do every day as 

followers of Jesus? 

 

 

Who are the people in the community around you who are like Zacchaeus? Who are the lost? 

 

 

How is Zacchaeus’ repentance a model for us? 

 

 

Who are the people that you reach out to with the good news about Jesus? Who does your church seek out? 

 


